
Dear Families, 
 
This is to wish you a safe and Happy Halloween. Many students wrote and shared spectacularly spooky 
stories this week.  Please do read the attached letter about our annual Thanksgiving For All project and 
also our holiday gift drive. 
 
Enjoy the beautiful weekend, 
 
Mary Berle, Principal 
 
MONDAY, November 2 
8:00-8:30 a.m.            Chess Club 
12:00-1:00 p.m.                  Magic Club 
 
TUESDAY, November 3 
NO SCHOOL – Professional Development Day for staff 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 4 
8:00-9:00 a.m.                     School Council 
8:00-8:30 a.m.                     Chess Club 
10:30-11:00 a.m.                Evacuation/Fire Drill 
5:00-7:00 p.m.                    7th & 8th Grade Golden Knights Try outs (gym) 
 
THURSDAY, November 5 
8:00-8:30 a.m.                     Ukulele Club 
7:00 p.m.                              School Committee-MMRHS 
 
FRIDAY, November 6 
PICTURE MAKE UP DAY 
YOLK Project – Eggs for Sale 
 
8:00-8:30 a.m.                     Unicycling 
9:15-9:45 a.m.                     All School 





The halls of Muddy Brook are filled with the sounds of music being practiced in the early hours before 
school.  Beginning String students are working hard to learn the proper skills using the bow as well as 
reading the notes written on a staff.  As the weather gets colder here are a few tips to keep your 
string instrument in good shape. 
 
 Always keep your instrument in a warm room.  Cold and dry air help the strings to get out of tune.   
 Never leave the instrument in the car overnight.  
 Always loosen the bow before putting it away. 
 To tighten, turn to the right.  To loosen, turn to the left.  Right tighty… lefty loosey.   
 Don’t use your bow to sword fight. 
 Keep your instrument safe in its case on the bus and in the car.  
 If a string breaks, you may purchase a replacement through Gerry’s Music or at our local Music 

Store 
 
Students should be developing good practice skills. 15-20 minutes of practice most days is a good  
expectation.  Advanced students should aim for 20-30 minutes as they have more songs to learn and 
practice. Parents should provide a quiet safe place for practicing.  Sitting or standing, a music stand 
makes it easier to maintain proper posture.  Advanced students will get the chance to perform at our 
Veteran’s Day breakfast on November 10th.  
 
Mrs. Moran’s Kindergarten classes are having fun using the Orff instruments to enhance our fall 
songs.  They are also learning about beat and steady beat.  Students are walking, clapping, marching and 
using instruments to keep the beat steady as we learn and sing songs of the season.  

Grades Pre-K, EK, K, 1 General Music Classes 
I am having so much fun getting to know your children in these classes!  What 
beautiful voices and love of music they already demonstrate!   
We have had fun finding the “Fox Hunt” characters, while listening to the Four 
Seasons, by Vivaldi.    We are learning to play heartbeats and new instruments.  
We play musical instrument BINGO to aurally and visually identify traditional 
instruments.   We have created SPOOKY rhythm patterns, such as this one —> 

A DATE TO PLEASE “ TAKE NOTE “ OF:   Wednesday, Dec 2, 2015—Our winter concert!!!!  Please watch for 
more detailed information to come home with your child soon!  

Music Room Update by Mrs. Chirichella 

Orchestra Outlook by Mrs. Moran 

Muddy Brook Specialist Learning Link 



 





October was an exciting month in the music room!   
 
2nd graders moved beyond learning songs by rote to learning by reading.  They also continued their ex-
ploration of the woodwind family of instruments.  Finally, each 2nd grade class will be learned to play 
“Rhythm Knockout”, a rhythm game that encourages echoing and creating rhythm patterns.   
 
The 3rd and 4th grade students were in composition mode!  Keep an eye out as they bring home their fi-
nal compositions.  Keep it!  You never know who will be the next Beethoven! 
 
The Band program is off and running.  Make sure your son/daughter is practicing 100 minutes a week 
and filling out the practice chart in the front of the book.  Who’s going to take the early lead in the 
“Band Practice Challenge”?!   
 
In November all 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade students will be working on their Winter Concert music.  As they 
start to memorize some of these songs, maybe you’ll hear some singing around the house! The 2nd Grade 
Concert, on December 10th at 2:00pm, is “A Pocketful of Dreams.”  The 3rd and 4th grade concert (Dec. 
17 at 1:00) will include the musical, “The Granny Awards.”   

Notes from the Music Room by Mr. Gillespie 

Welcome to the new MBE library!  Your returning Library Media Specialist has been working hard at 
the most important thing she can do right now, establishing trusting relationships with all 350 MBE 
students.  I look forward to meeting you as well and hope you’ll engage in conversation with me about 
what MBE students are reading and why. 
 
Our library is a busy people place.  22 classes a week visit, take out books and participate in lessons 
meant to grow appreciation for the knowledge and pleasure great books impart.  
 
I’m discovering what type of readers your children are.  I’m busy learning about how kids feel about 
different genres. I’m challenging kids to think about what they’re reading and share their ideas with 
each other. I’m asking questions and listening to what kids say about reading.  I’m teaching our stu-
dents how to look for just right books for themselves and make good choices on their own.   I’m sharing 
my passion for great books and great illustrators of ALL kinds of books.  I’m encouraging discussion 
about the books we read.   
 
Some families and members of the PTA have stepped up to help me with a variety of jobs in the library. 
We are so grateful for this help. At this point the most important help I seek is assistance with shelv-
ing some of the nearly 1,000 books that get circulated every week!  PLEASE let me know if you can join 
the library volunteer corps to help!  
 
Many thanks for your purchases at the October Scholastic Book Fair.  This fund-raiser provides us 
with extra purchasing power for more library books and materials. So many people volunteered their 
time to make this happen.  Thank you all so much. 

From Cover to Cover - Library News by Mrs. Melville 



Muddy Brook artists are working hard developing their skills and abilities to problem 
solve as they make their art.  Students have become experts at following our art studio 
classroom routines (although clean up and transitions are always a work in progress  J ).  
Studio centers with drawing, painting, collage, and the supply center for tools and materi-
als are open.  Earth clay, printmaking and the fiber arts centers are slow to open this 
year as artists are busy and engaged in other media and projects.  We also have many 
required art tasks happening in the studio at this time too.   
Students are contributing to a time capsule that will be buried under the old church on 
Main Street, Great Barrington on Saturday at noon.  Feel free to come out and join the 
festivities.   

 
Grades 3 and 4 have the choice of making an entry for Senator Ben Downing’s holiday card.  
The winning card will go out to 3,500 colleagues and constituents.  All other entries will be 
used to decorate the senator’s offices. 
 
Student artists are creating clay vessels as a grade level for the PTA auction that is coming 
up.  Each child is contributing to the pots, so each one will be unique!  Our PTA does so much 
for our students- please consider bidding on a pot or two. 
 
Pre K, E K, Aloha, and Kindergarten are working with art skills and creating artist books with 
their experiments.  The books are an ongoing project and serve as a wonderful way to collect 
art explorations.  We’ve started our clay unit and artists are investigating clay in many ways! 
First graders are working on reflection as their big idea.  Learning to think and talk about art-
work and the process of making it and to judge the success of artwork is thought provoking 

and difficult work. 
 
Second graders are connecting to their science work in the classroom with our “Invent 
an Insect” unit.  Beautiful bugs are taking shape in the studio!  Attaching meaningful 
specialized area work to meaningful classwork is an important teaching goal at Muddy 
Brook.  It is wonderful to see students exploring big questions and cementing their 
knowledge as they connect subjects and disciplines.   

 
Third and fourth grade artists are all finishing up a unit where 
they were following their own unique artistic interests after 
skill building mini lessons in the studio. We are on to earth clay 
and fiber arts and fitting prop design for the big musical in 
next. 
 
Learning through the artistic lens is a powerful way for your child to engage and approach 
their world.  Please encourage art play at home!  Drawing, building, inventing, painting and 
crafting are wonderful ways to have fun, persevere through difficult problems, and build 
thinking and fine motor skills at the same time!   
 

Artfully Yours,  
Ms. Benton 
 
Follow our art adventures on twitter @AliTeachesArt   and check out our art studio on the web https://
sites.google.com/a/bhrsdonline.org/muddy-brook-art-studio/ 

Greetings from the Art Studio by Ms. Benton 

1st Graders work on draw-
ings for the time capsule. 

Candy (4M) works on 
her structure which 
started with flat 

Dylan carefully glazes his 
invented insect.  This unit 
combines science and art in 
authentic ways to propel all 
learners. 

Evan and Gavin explore 
earth clay in the art studio. 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,  
 
In response to the success of flu clinics in the schools during the last 6 flu sea-
sons, Fairview Hospital, the Berkshire Public Health Alliance and the Massachu-
setts Department of Public Health (DPH), are once again sponsoring free influen-
za vaccinations.  These clinics are offered at no charge and are open to the gen-
eral public.  Updated recommendations from the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC) now recommend flu vaccination (the shot or nasal spray) for everyone 6 
months of age or older. 
 
A clinic will be held at Monument Valley Regional Middle School on Wednesday 
November 4th  The clinic will be open to families and the general public from 3 
pm – 7 pm.  Consent forms will be available at the school’s website 
www.bhrsd.org.   All minors are required to have a signed parental consent. 
 
Vaccine will be available in two forms, injectable and nasal spray.  Both forms in-
clude protection from H1N1, H3N2, as well as two other strains of influenza.   
The injectable vaccine (shot) is appropriate for all people ages 6 months and old-
er.  The nasal spray is recommended for healthy people ages 2 – 49.   
 
All vaccinations will be free and given to everyone regardless of insurance 
status.  If you have health insurance, please bring your card.  We bill health in-
surance companies for the administration of the vaccine in an effort to make 
this project financially self-sustaining and allow us to continue to offer this ser-
vice to the community. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call  
Heather Barbieri, Clinic Coordinator, at (413) 854-9635. 

http://www.bhrsd.org/�








Free Event in Great Barrington: 
 

How to Unlock the Power of Our Farms, Forests and Gardens to Grow 
Healthy Food, Slow Climate Change and Save the Planet 

 

How can backyard gardens, woodlands and local farms play positive roles in slowing climate change,  
restoring the environment and building a resilient economy?  That question and more will be answered 
when Berkshire Co-op Market and the Great Barrington Agricultural Commission present noted  
ecological designer, holistic farm planner, and educator, Connor Stedman, at the Mahaiwe Theater in 
Great Barrington on Saturday, November 7th at 7:00pm. 
 
Based in the Hudson River Valley of New York, Stedman is a lead designer with AppleSeed Permacul-
ture LLC, where he specializes in regenerative carbon-sequestering agriculture, agroforestry and land  
management systems. Connor has led participatory projects analyzing and designing multi-functional 
working landscapes from backyards to 300-acre farms.  His clients have included Glynwood, Vermont 
Land Trust, Vermont River Conservancy, and a wide range of farms and private property owners across 
the Northeast.   
 
As an educator, Connor is lead faculty for the Omega Institute’s Ecological Literacy Immersion Pro-
gram and associate faculty for the University of Vermont’s newly launched Leadership for Sustainabil-
ity  
program.  In addition, he is a lead facilitator for week-long Art of Mentoring trainings held across 
North America, and an organizer for the Greenhorns, a national non-profit dedicated to recruiting,  
promoting, and supporting young farmers.  Connor holds an M.S. in Ecological Planning from the  
University of Vermont and is an avid seed saver and naturalist.  
 
The talk, titled Gardening to Save the World, will be preceded by Berkshire Co-op Market’s Annual 
Meeting of Co-op Owners which starts at 5:30.  “Normally we would bring in a keynote speaker who 
would speak to our owners at a closed meeting.” Said Matthew Novik, the Co-op’s Communications  
Manager.   “This year, however, we are thrilled to be joining efforts with the Ag Com and opening our 
event up to our friends and neighbors.” 
  
The event is free to anyone who wants to attend.  Co-op member-owners are invited to attend the  
annual meeting and get priority seating.  Other community members will be welcomed into the theater 
at ten minutes of seven.  Seats are first come, first serve.   For more information, please contact  
Berkshire Co-op Market at community@berkshire.coop 
 
About The Great Barrington Agricultural Commission:  Great Barrington Agricultural Commission is an advisory board  
dedicated to promoting resilient agricultural-based opportunities throughout our town. The Commission encourages  
nature-inspired practices to grow healthy food and to ensure the long-term ecological viability and prosperity of local  
agriculture.  We welcome participation of farmers, schools, and community members in our educational efforts to help our land and people 
thrive. 
 
About Berkshire Co-op Market: Berkshire Co-op Market is a cooperatively owned natural food store that is open to all and specializes in high
-quality organic and local foods.  The Co-op is dedicated to building a healthy and sustainable community by creating a shopping choice that 
offers exceptional food, environmentally and socially responsible business practices, and dynamic, long-term, meaningful community  
engagement. 

mailto:community@berkshire.coop�
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