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The animals are starting to move outside and we are ready to join them! This week there was a
beaver sighting in the pond next to the playground. We are also watching five cardinals, three
males and two females, flit on the edge of our woodland. What animals are moving in your
neighborhood?
In the next weeks, we can expect to start seeing ticks again. The Center for Disease Control &
Prevention (CDC) reminds us to do a check upon return from potentially tick-infested areas. Places
ticks like to bite are:


Under the arms



In and around the ears



Inside the belly button



Behind the knees



In and around hair



Between the legs



Around the waist

Please do get outside and explore and then also check for ticks.
After vacation, 4th grade, with the support of the Yolk Project, will incubate chick eggs. There will be
duck eggs incubating in Ms. Thompson’s office. Do stop by and see! We are sure new life will arise
from this deep, cold winter. We look forward to hallways filled with the miracle of life and lots of
peeping.
Tonight is our Spring Family Dance. The gym looks and feels like a huge circus tent. Thank you to the
PTA for hosting this joyful event. Please come! Tickets are available at the door for $6 a person or
$24 a family. Scholarships are available.
Next week is PTA Movie Night! Please join us this Wednesday, April 15 at 6pm. Parents, please do
attend the PTA meeting and students please do come enjoy the move “Wall-e”. All of our children
benefit from our creative, strong, and vibrant PTA. Almost all field trips and special events are
funded by the PTA. We are very grateful for your participation and support in making Muddy Brook
wonderful.
Our unicycle team is getting ready for Mud Day and Memorial day parades in Stockbridge and
Great Barrington. Attached is our annual t-shirt order form. Please don’t forget to order a shirt for
your unicyclist. All riders will receive a shirt regardless of ability to pay. We must receive an order
form from you to place an accurate order. Thank you for helping with this.
Enjoy the sunny weekend,
Ms. Berle and Ms. Thompson
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Music Notes from Mr. Gillespie
Happy Spring!
2nd grade music classes are really beginning to get a handle on the
recorder. Over the next month they will be learning recorder pieces for
the Spring Concert. The students will also be reviewing good singing
technique and starting to learn songs to sing at the Spring Concert.
In April the 3rd and 4th grade music classes will be finishing their study
of the “Orff” instruments by learning 2 pieces to practice and perform
together. Each piece will involve 4 or 5 different instrumental and
singing parts that happen simultaneously. They will also begin learning
their Spring Concert songs. This year our concert theme is “Movie
Songs”.
The Muddy Brook Band and Select Chorus are in the process of practicing their Spring Concert
music. Weekly rehearsals before school are helping these ensembles grow and improve.
Parents: don’t forget to sign your child in to their 8:00 lessons and/or rehearsals!

Orchestra Outlook by Juraye Moran
During the month of April, Advanced string students will be preparing for their Strings on
Tour concert. It will be held on May 1st a Friday afternoon beginning at 1:30. Students will be
travelling alone and in small groups to every classroom. They will perform a short piece and
be able to answer some questions from their audiences. Parents are invited to attend and will
gather in the Community Room. This year we have over 20 advanced 3rd and 4th grade
Advanced string students. This is also a very busy month for beginner string students as they
are preparing for their Spring Concert later in June. Parents are also reminded to sign in right
outside the stage door each morning when dropping off
students for early morning string lessons.
Morning Kindergarten music classes are learning about
the differences between solos, duets and trios. They are
all getting the opportunity to sing in these groups with
their classes. Songs about animals are the theme this
month. Students will be singing about monkeys, whales,
roosters and many more. Ask your child to share their
new songs at home.
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Greetings from the Art Studio by Ali Benton
Greetings from the MBE Art Studio!
It was wonderful to see many families visit the studio to work together and talk about their children’s art at the
Student Showcase! Thank you, families, for actively talking with you children about their thoughts, wonders and
opinions about art and their observations of the world around them.
As we finally spring into spring artists are busy thinking, making and talking about their artistic processes in the
studio. Students are making connections to other learning in class and personal interests. We are using
wonderful books, entertaining video clips, and art history to connect art concepts and illustrate the measure of
personal growth and perseverance. I am observing artists thinking deeply, exploring materials and techniques,
solving problems, celebrating peer success and teaching and learning from each other.
Students are sharing their art ideas with each other during art class and displaying work in the hallway gallery. Many artists are taking home unfinished work to complete because they cannot wait until their next art
class! At Muddy Brook we encourage children to celebrate the joy of learning through the art making process.
The final piece is secondary to the experience of working. Please talk with your student weekly about their
time in art class.
There are many opportunities for artistic play indoors and out now that the weather is warming up. Please
encourage your artist(s) to create, explore and have fun with art outside of the school day!
Artfully Yours,
Ms. Benton
Alexandra.benton@bhrsd.org
Zack paints his structure
next to a group mural.

Jordan and Tilly (1) experiment with painting.
Isaac and Sebastian (2) work with our new
woodworking tools!
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Everyone at Muddy Brook is doing a terrific job collecting their spare
change for Pennies for Patients this year. The first week we collected
$502. The Leadership Team has been very diligent about making
announcements every morning. The program will run for one more
week. Our goal this year is $1700. Thank you everyone for making
this a successful project and for helping sick children in the process.

April 10, 2015

Dear Unicycle Team Families,
Your children have done a wonderful job bringing joy, balance, and focus to riding unicycles this year. We
have over one hundred children in the district riding with some independence.
Over ten parents have volunteered during practices regularly. Participation rates and the progress students
have made learning new skills exceed all predictions. If you have not had a chance to observe on a Tuesday
or Friday morning between 8 and 8:30 at Muddy Brook please do consider joining us for a practice. Thank
you for supporting your children in being part of our team!
We have a couple of upcoming events. On Saturday May 16, the team has been asked to perform and then
share tips with prospective riders at the Muddy Brook Mud Day Festival. On Monday May 25, we will ride in
the Great Barrington and Stockbridge Memorial Day parades. Please mark your calendars and attend with
your unicyclist(s) if possible. Details about where and when to meet for each parade will be forthcoming.
These events are not mandatory, but will be fun for those who can attend.
We’ve placed a t-shirt order to organize our look for these events. The cost of each shirt is $18.00.
Please return the attached form and payment Christine Kelly (MBE front office) or Linda Lavoie (MVM front
office). Checks should be made out to the Muddy Brook PTA and earmarked Unicycle Team. Your
payment will make it possible for the team to continue with the tradition of team shirts.
We are also accepting donations above the cost of shirts. We will use donations to provide shirts for all
students who have regularly practiced regardless of their ability to purchase a shirt. Any donations above
and beyond the cost of shirts will go towards purchasing additional team unicycles. We purchase all of our
equipment through donations. If you have any questions, or would like to discuss a possible unicycle donation,
please contact me at mary.berle@bhrsd.org. There is no obligation to contribute.

With gratitude for your support,

Mary Berle, Principal
mary.berle@bhrsd.org

2015 Unicycle Team Shirt Order Form
Full name of unicyclist(s): ___________________________________Homeroom _________

Name for the back of the shirt (first or last name only) _______________________________

Number and size of shirts:

# of shirts @ $18.00
Each

# of shirts @ $18.00
Each

# of shirts @ $18.00
Each

# of shirts @ $18.00
Each

Student size

XS

S

M

L

Adult size

S

M

L

XL

Grade and homeroom teacher(s) of student(s): ____________________________________
____ Attached is our check for $18.00/shirt ordered and made out to the Muddy Brook PTA –
Unicycle Team.

_____ We are contributing an additional amount to cover the cost of a shirt for another child.
___ We cannot contribute to the costs of team shirts at this time. Thank you for providing a shirt
for my child.
_____ I’d like to discuss making a contribution towards purchasing unicycles
for the team.
Please return order forms by April 17 to Christine Kelly in the Main Office
at Muddy Brook or Linda Lavoie in the Main Office of Monument Valley.

