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November 7, 2014 

Dear Families, 

Cooler days and longer nights are upon us! Outdoor play conƟnues to be an important part 
of the lives of our Muddy Brook students, and outdoor recess will be maintained through‐
out the long winter months. It is absolutely necessary that your child is dressed for the out‐
door weather, which can be tricky in the Berkshires. We would love to offer support to 
those who would like help with outdoor gear. Think ahead! Your child has grown since last 
year and will likely need a new size. If you need support in geƫng this equipment, please 
contact your child’s classroom teacher and we will be sure he or she is well equipped for the 
months ahead. 

For those of you who have lost outdoor clothing this year, or at any point lose clothing in 
the near future, you might want to visit our Lost and Found in the cafeteria. We have a huge 
collecƟon on the right side of the cafeteria as you enter; two boxes and also hooks along 
the wall. Both are filled with student clothing that was leŌ behind. Please be diligent about 
wriƟng your child’s name on the tags so that we can help to return the clothing to its proper 
owner. As winter approaches, puƫng your child’s name on boots, hats, miƩens, coats and 
snow pants is a must! Thank you. 

Two very important news events: 

Veteran’s Day CelebraƟon: 
Monday, November 10th is our Veteran’s Day celebraƟon at Muddy Brook. We will have a 
family breakfast at 8:30AM in the cafeteria to honor all those serving in the military and 
veterans. Be sure you have reserved your seaƟng for this event.  At 9:15AM an assembly 
will begin in the gym. If you come to either event with your child or children please be sure 
to sign in at the office prior to aƩending the event so that we have accurate aƩendance  
records on this day.  

Springfield Unicycle Parade: 
Our unicycle team is raising money to pay for a bus that will allow us to go as a group to the 
Springfield Balloon Parade on Friday, November 28. One of our unicycle parents, Rob Trask, 
is offering to donate 20% of all sales from 51 Park Restaurant on November 13. If you go to 
the restaurant next Thursday, be sure to tell your server that you are there to support the 
Berkshire Hills Unicycle Team. We need to raise $500.00 for our trip. 

I conƟnue to be thrilled to be part of the Muddy Brook 
community of learners. Please stay in our communicaƟon 
loop and contact us if you have quesƟons, concerns or 
thoughts. We are open to hearing your ideas! 

Thank you for all that you do for our children, 

Nan Thompson, Assistant Principal 
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Music Notes from Mr. Gillespie 

All 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade students have started to work on 
the Winter Concert music.  As they start to memorize some of 
these songs, maybe you’ll hear some singing around the 
house! The 2nd Grade Concert, on December 5th at 2:00pm, 
is “A Winter Fantasy.”  The 3rd and 4th grade concert (Dec. 
11 at 1:00) will include the musical, “The Magnificent  
Seven.”   

 

4th Grade Band students should continue to practice 100 
minutes a week.  Each band student will be starting to learn 
the concert pieces during November.  Make sure they do 
some extra practicing on that music! And parents: please  
initial your child’s practice chart each week to help inspire 
more practice! 

 

 

Beginning string students are all learning the notes on their D and A strings. They are no able to play both  
Pizzicato (plucking) and Arco (bowing). We are beginning to learn some classic songs from Mozart as well as 
traditional folk melodies.  Advanced string students are preparing to perform at out Veterans’ day breakfast 
celebration. They have been practicing Yankee Doodle and America the beautiful.  As the weather gets  
colder  reminders to keep your string instruments healthy.  Keep instruments in a temperate place, not near 
heaters and woodstoves or left in the car overnight.  This keeps the wood from drying out and helps to keep 
strings in tune.  We are looking forward to performing for all at our Winter Concert in December.  

 

Mrs. Moran’s EK and K students have been having fun with the 
Halloween holiday by singing creepy, scary songs and using  
instruments to create creepy , scary sound effects!  As  
Thanksgiving approaches, students will be learning about family 
customs and singing some traditional songs.  Of course, we will 
be singing  and acting out some Turkey melodies and plays as 
well. These students will also be performing in December for  
parents and friends.  We look forward to seeing you there.   

  

Orchestra Outlook by Juraye Moran 
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Music Magic by Julie Bickford 
Believe it or not, concert season is nearly here! This month, the students in PK, K, and 1st 

grade will be hard at work on their concert songs. Their concert will be on Thursday, 

December 18th at 2:00 in the Muddy Brook Gym. Students should wear a white shirt 

and black skirt/pants for the concert (light-colored shirt and dark 

pants are also acceptable.). Please contact me or your child’s 

classroom teacher if there is a question or issue about concert 

dress. 

Our theme for this year’s winter concert is “A Winter’s Night, 

Twinkly and Bright.” The songs will be about stars, light, the 

nighttime, etc. Ask your child if he/she would like to share a  

concert song and see what he/she can sing for you! 

Kindergarten and 1st grade will also be performing at this year’s 
Veteran’s Day celebration. The Kindergarten has been learning “America the  
Beautiful” with Mrs. Moran, and the first grade has been learning “You’re a Grand Ol’ 
Flag.”  

Don’t 

Forget to 

Sing at 

Home! 

Songs to Sing at Home  

The More We Get Together (K) 
America the Beautiful (K) 

5 Little Pumpkins (K) 
Twinkle, Twinkle (K) 

Star Light, Star Bright (K) 
Skinnamarink (K/1) 

Hello, Everybody! (1) 
Bye’m Bye (1) 

The Snowman (1) 
I’m a Jack-o-lantern (1) 

Sunset (1) 
Shoo, Fly! (K/1) 

Goodbye, Everybody! (K/1) 
 

Musically yours, 
      Ms. Bickford  
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Greetings from the Art Studio by Ali Benton 

A Note from Melinda Olds, School Adjustment Counselor 
Due to schedule changes, the Parent Group will not meet this month.  A notice will be put in the newsletter 
when we meet again.  Thank you! 

Melinda Olds 
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The unicycle team will continue to meet on Mondays from 2:45-3:30 pm.  The team 
will be traveling to Springfield, MA to participate in the Big Balloon Parade the 
day after Thanksgiving.  Please contact Heather Boyko, hsboyko@gmail.com, for 
details and confirmation that your cyclist will be participating.  To help with the 

cost of transportation, 51 Park is sponsoring a fundraising day, Thursday,  
November 13.  They will donate 20% of sales when you mention Berkshire Hills 

Unicycle to your server.  See Flyer for details. 

mailto:hsboyko@gmail.com�
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