Dear Families,
Today we created a Muddy Brook Kindness Surge with every student
and staﬀ member in the building no ng acts of kindness from the last
few days and thinking about kindnesses we can bestow on others over
the break. During our All School assembly, we created a bulle n board
with a contribu on from every one of us. Fourth graders led reflec ons
on taking care of ourselves and each other with younger students
listening to every word.
Many students can share stories, five years later, about kindnesses and/or injus ces from
their earliest experiences together at school or in community ac vi es. Each of us has a
personal story and narra ve that we add to over me. While we are all working hard to be
kind, be responsible and work hard every day there is also room for making
mistakes, learning from them, and forgiving each other. We have opportuni es to make
our own stories posi ve.
We have many events to look forward to in the upcoming weeks. Here are some highlights:
Things to Know About
April 20
Third graders who are able to meet Denny Alsop in Boston at the end of his canoe trip
April 25
Family Feedback Form for Class Placement goes out
May 12
Author Visit – Jim Arnosky every grade will par cipate
May 13
Half Day—No Lunches Served; Dismissal 12noon
May 16—20
Scholas c Book Fair
June 10
Volunteer Luncheon 11 – 1 in the Community Room
CONCERTS
May 25
June 3
June 10

PK, EK, K, 1 Spring Concert at 1:30
Grade 2 Concert – 2 p.m.
Grade 3 and 4 Concert 1 – 2:30

FIELD TRIPS
April 27
May 4
May 6
May 27
June 1
June 2
June 3
June 3

Grade 3 and 4 Field Trip to the Mahaiwe
SPECIAL OLYMPICS and Grade 1 field trip to Hancock Shaker Village
Grade 4 field trip to CT Science Center – full day
Berkshire Theater Fes val Fourth Grade performance for parents
Grade 3 field trip to Ashley House
Grade 1 field trip to Berkshire Botanical Gardens (Mr. Chamberlin and Ms. Silk classes)
Grade 1 field trip to Berkshire Botanical Garden (Mr. Kennedy and Mrs. Groeber classes)
Grade 3 Field Trip to Ashley House

ASSESSMENTS
April 26
April 29
May 3
May 10 ‐ 11

Beginning of PARCC tes ng for grade 4
PTA Grade 3 and 4 potluck and family dance
Beginning of PARCC tes ng for grade 3
Kindergarten Screening in the community room
Call Chris ne Kelly for an appointment

Best wishes for a wonderful break,
Mary Berle, Principal

MUDDY BROOK WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE
UPCOMING EVENTS
APRIL 18-22 – VACATION
MONDAY, APRIL 25
8:00-8:30 a.m.
12:00-1:00 p.m.

Chess Club
Magic Club

TUESDAY, APRIL 26
8:00-8:30 a.m.
9:00-11:00 a.m.

Unicycling
Grade 4 ELA PARCC

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27
8:00-8:30 a.m.
8:30-9:40 a.m.
9:00-11:30 a.m.

Chess Club
Wednesday Walkers with PTA
Grades 3 & 4 Field Trip to Mahaiwe Performing Arts

THURSDAY, APRIL 28
8:00-8:30 a.m.
9:00-11:00 a.m.

Ukulele Club
Grade 4 ELA PARCC

FRIDAY, APRIL 29
8:00-8:45 a.m.
8:00-8:30 a.m.
8:00-8:40 a.m.
9:00-11:00
6:00-7:30 p.m.

Select Chorus Rehearsal
Unicycling
YOLK Project
Grade 4 ELA PARCC
Grades 3 & 4 PTA Potluck w/Family Dance Night
CHESS CLUB NEWS

Chess Club Parents:
Do you want The Chess Club to exist in the future? Come to the PTA meeting next
Monday at 3:45pm and share your ideas for how we might best continue the chess club next year. If you can't make
it to the meeting, write to the PTA and share your thoughts. The Chess Club is run by parents, not by Muddy Brook
employees. It will not happen without parental input.
I have been supervising the Chess Tournament for the last two months, and it has been a beautiful thing to watch.
Children from kindergarten to fourth grade playing each other, showing respect for each other, each with his/her
own intellectual style, each with his/her unique personality and way of thinking. Every time I see a child play, I am
reminded there is no one way to win at chess, and I am reminded to cherish the unique personality of each child.
One final note: We do not have enough chess boards at chess club at the moment. Hopefully we will be able to
order more, but in the meantime I would appreciate it if someone would be willing to lend the Chess Club a few
more boards to use in the morning. It would be greatly appreciated. I am happy to say there are more students
wanting to play chess now than the number of chess boards we currently have.
Gene Kalish

